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Proposa! to Reduce FreightRates on Products of
Farm, Excepting New
England, Is Approved

Change on Short Notice
New Schedule Is To Be
Tried Out for Six
Months as Experiment'
WASHINGTON, Dec. 3..Voluntary

railroad proposals for inauguration of
a 10 per cent decrease in freight rates
en practlcaly all farm, range and
orchard products in th9 United States,
outside of New England, were accepted
to-day by the Interstate Commerce
Commission. Orders were Issued al¬
lowing the railroads to disregard all
usual restrictions in making up the
new rate schedules as well as such vio¬
lations of the long-and-short-haul
clause of the interstate commerce act
as might be brought about by percent¬
age reductions. The orders permit the
rates to be put intoi effect on one day's
notice "on as early a date and in as in¬
expensive a manner as possible," for a
six-month experimental period.
At the same time the commission

left standing its order, of October 20,
requiring an approximate 16^ per cent
rate decrease in grain, grain products
and hay throughout the entire trans-
Mississippi district, which the r»il-
roads were later instructed to put into
effect by December 27. j
The railroad executives in applying

to the commission last week suggested
that the general 10 per cent decrease
on agricultural products which they
contemplated should apply to the
Western grains and hay as well as
the other commodities, become a sub¬
stitute for the MY. per cent.
No mention of this point in the rail¬

road procedure was made by the com¬
mission to-day, except that grain, grain
products and hay ift Western territory
were omitted from'the :permissory or¬
ders accepting the general decrease.
Reductions in New England territory,

where the financial status of carriers
is held not td. justify a full 10 per
cent decrease, also were contemplatedin the voluntary application last week,
and in the commission's orders to-day
the roads concerned were given permis¬sion to make such decreases as theyfound possible "effective after a five-
day notice period."

While the commission swept away all
administrative barriers to-the 10 percent decrease it was pointed out tnat
further steps would have to be taken
by the railroad managements before
the lower rate basis actually comes into
pffect. The commission's failure to
consider the 10 per cent decrease on
grains and hay as a substitute for the
greater reduction it previously had or¬
dered, it was -Vsaid, might'bring about
proceedings and conferences.
At the same time the commission in¬

vestigation into the reasonableness of
tie general level of transportation
retes in the United States will begin
next week, and if the railroads are dis¬
posed to withdraw their voluntary offer
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the tariffs oa the agricultural products
may be left to adjudication in {hut pro-
ceoding.

Roads Capitalize Public
interest, Warne Charges

Closes Testimony Before Con¬
gressmen With an Attack
on "Economic Exploitation"

From The Tribune's Witahingtan Bureau
WASHINGTON, Dec 3..After giving

testimony on the railroad question as

representative of the employees for ten
days and presenting a mass of material
which rarely haa been exceeded in a

Congressional hearing, Dr. Frank J.
Warne concluded to-day.

Dr. Warne said there was a crisis
in the national life of the American
people as regards the railroads. He
charged the public interest in the rail¬
roads had been capitalized for private
benefit.
"Much of the public interest in the

raih-oads has been automatically and
arbitrarily capitalized by the financial
interests in control of the roads for
the benefit of private groups and indi¬
viduals. These now exercise 'squatter'
soveriegnty over property belonging
to the people and which was never
surrendered by them. In brief, the
greater part of the interest of the
public in tho railroads, which was re¬
tained by it even in the charter grants
to the roads, has been taken from it
by the various methods of economic
exploitation and is to-day 'legalized* as
private property."

Dr. Warne continued:
"There is unquestionably a crisis in

the national life of the American
people as regards their railroads.a
crisis not- alone for the corporate
stockholders and the financial manipu¬lators of the intercorporate system
upon which our railroads rest. The
crisis is the demand of railway inter¬
ests and of financiers controlling them
that instrumentalities of government
of the American people shall legalize
their fraudulent and highly inflated
property investment and capital obliga¬
tions accounts, and that tho govern-
ment shall make effective sufficiently
high freight and passenger rates ao
as to pay a return on. these values."

I. C. C. Authority Fought
in Court by Two States

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3.The states
of Texas and North Dakota filed in the
Supreme Court to-day briefs question¬
ing the authority of the Interstate
Commerce Commission to regulate rail¬
road rates, fares and charges on traffic
within its borders.
The Texas brief declared all rail¬

roads in the state, with the exception
of one, are operated under charters and
with valuable grants of right of way
from the state, which expressly pro¬
vide that the laws of the state be ac¬
cepted as a part of .tho charter and
have binding force upon the carriers;
that the cost of constructing and'oper¬ating railroads in the state were ma-
terially less than elsewhere* in the
Western freight group and that accord¬
ingly rates, fares and charges in the
state should not be based on the valu¬
ation of railroads in that group; and
that the state without its consent could
not bè made a party before the Inter¬
state Commerce Commission or in the
lower courts in justiciable questions

which can only be determined by the
Supreme Court of the United States.
The North Dakota brief contends that

the. orders of tho commission were
illegal because the- .j&inmisslon diet¬
ed blanket increases which operated to
deprive the at*«tes of power to regulate
commerce within their borders. T7o
commission also was held to have as¬
sumed jurisdiction over state rates and
to have increased them without exam¬
ination of each, rate involved.
The Wisconsin «.case in which the

North Dakota brief waa'filed challenges
tho control of the commission over pas¬
senger t'nroa*'*withtn states. !

Jewish Bakery Truce Fails
Representatives of the five uuions of

bakery and confectionery workers and
the master bakers of Jewish bread

failed to reach an agreement at a

meeting hold yesterday with Commis¬
sioner Edward J. O'Malley, of the De¬
partment of Publie Markets. -An at¬
tempt was made to lower the price of
Jewish bread and to change the regula¬
tions affecting working conditions and
wages of baker«.
A representative of the five bakers

and confectioners' unions said, after
the meeting, that tho unions would not jrecognize tho Master Bakers' Associa-
tion and particularly would not enter
into any negotiations with its represen¬
tative. Tho unions, he said, had con¬
tract«, valid until next May, with the
individual bakers, and until that time
at least there was no necessity for
negotiations affecting the working con-1
ditionu, hours of labor or pay ol' bak-1
era of Jewish bread. !
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Excellent
Taste

A MASTERPIECE
Tni» most recent model from
the creative maniifactories aï
I. Miller is a masterpiece of
grace and charm. In Patent
Leatner or Grey Kid-skin
witn delicately corred Vorder
inlay*? oí contrasting tonee.

$1450

Faftk Ávcwoe at 4-éth «StJrórt
15 Wert 42n¿ Street

1554 Broadway HiuUon Terminal
Near 46tk Street Entrona: FuttmStnet

UrodJyn Snoj*
499Ftiton Street, Cerner ofBond

OtMiUty Comparai¡.Miller fricem

Chrtótmasí
.JjT

of Choice Re*Built

PIAN O S
«i

t^pHEfoUowmgmstrumentsarefromNewYork's besthomes.
Í Many, havingbeen exchanged for the marvelous AMPICO
REPRODUCING PIANOS, are in the new condition they were
when they left the original warerooms.All are fully guar¬
anteed. ... Many Priced Less Than One-Half Original Cost.

Unabe Cfjicfeermg ertemtoap
Jflaaon & Hamltn Saines. Ute.

¿Rçad the ¿PartialList Below of theMany Wonderful Ojferinjp.
. <sNpte the ¿Prices. Suck ¿Bargains Cannot be Equalled.

UPRIGHT PIANOS PLAYER PIANOS
Bach, a bargain $65
Schuyler, excellent shape 85
Klingman, mahogany 95
Kingsbury, oak, fine value' 125
Kühler& Campbell, oak, colonial 195
Waters, mahogany, splendid tone 210
Haines Bros., ebony, Perfect 250
Emerson, mahogany, like new 295
Sohmer, walnut, bargain 345
Hardman, excellent 350
Chickcring, walnut, wonderful value 375
Sohmer, colonial, walnut, as new 390
Weber, mahogany, as new 415
Knabe, mahogany, rare value 440
Mason «St Hamtin, perfect shape 530
Knabe, mahogany, rebuilt 540
Knabe, colonial, a gem 660

Walters, large sise $345
BfeWster, mahogany, perfect 390
Kroeger, mahogany, superb 410
Reinhardt, colonial, mahogany 415
Behning, mahogany, like new 495
Stuyvesant, mahogany, perfect 510
Foster, walnut, a gem 525
Hardman Autotone, mahogany 660
Knabe, reconstructed, perfect 740
Weber Pianola, ci »«?*¿> 785
Steinway Pianola, mahogany 965
Knabe De Luxe, mahogany 970.
Wheelock Duo-Art, mahogany 975
Weltc-Mignon, mahogany 1275
Steinway, player grand 1285
Armstrong De Luxe, ¿/¿wer grand 1295
Steinway Pianola, a and 1780
Steinway Duo-Ardr, id, mahogany2840

GRAND PIANOS
Behr Bros., «as nw, « bargain $595
James &. Holmstrom, tsahogany 645
Knabe Baby, rosewood, per/ect tone 990
Haines Bros., mahogany, perfect 995
Knabe Mignon, ebony, a gem 1065
Steinway, like new 1135
Knabe Mignonette, perfect shape 1140

KnabeMignon, mahogany,
exceptional $1225

Chickeríng, íAo«.v, M* new 1370
Knabe Mignonette, Louis XV,

mahogany 1490
Knabe Mignon, mahogany, Sheraton

ArtCase, superb in toneanddesign 1585

Smalt Deposits Accepted
Every Piano Guaranteed.

k Monthly Terms to Suit
loar old Piano taken in Exchange

tUareroom* .Üffhltu* at'59<Wt
SALE COMMENCES AT 8.30 A. M.

1. Altaran $c (ta.
MADISON AVENUE-FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

Thirty-fourth Street Telephons .*¦«©. MüBBAT HILL Thirty-fifth Street
¦m,,^'*ii"i'g-ji^jnj^j-,,irL~-rij^ ,m-* <-1"- ¦*¦¦*¦*¦¦¦«» **« *¦* .****¦.»¦ «¦* ¦*¦*-.--fc-*»»**-«-*---* **«*-|- ¦»l***«.l*.*.^ -.-

HOLIDAY GIFT" SUGGESTIONS
At $5.00 or less

.Women's Short Gloves
(cape, mocha or kid)

Boudoir Caps
Boudoir Slippers
Shoe Buckles
Men's Silk Scarf*
Men's Half-hose (silk or wool)
Auto-itrop Razors
Waving Irons
Lingerie Collar-and-Cuf Set*«
Evening Scarfs
Silkoline Comfortables
Marie Antoinette Lace Curtains (pair)

From $5.00 to S0.00
Tapestry Footstools

(mahogany-finish frame)
Cut Glass Atomizers
Leather Music Cases
Candlesticks (mahogany, glass «or brass)
Infanta* Silk Afghans
Misses* Silk Breakfast Coats
Girls* Rain Cape«
Men's Silver-trimmed Walking Sticks
Brass Cigarette Boxes
Hip Books; pin-stal, g«ld*-rri<ttned
Traveling Pillows .

Blanket Robes

From $10.00 to 25.00
Tapestry Scarfs (for table or piano)
Learner Utility Boxes (decorated)
Sills Pajamas (for men or women)
Sterling Silver Bon-bon Dish««
Orer-night Bags
Mahogany Serving Trays
Wrist Watches (sterling silver or

gold-filled); with ribbon brs.ce¡e:
Bronze Butts
Suit Cases
Bill Folds, gold-mounted
Motor Luncheon Cases, fitted
All-wool Blankets (pair)

For Monday

Three Hwttdred

Women's Blouses
variously fashioned oí georgette, crepe
de Chine and net (the silk models em=
bellished with embroidery or hand<=
made filet; the net, with dainty frSSls
of the same material), have been
taken from re-gular stock and greatly
reduced to the uniform price of

(Blouse Department» Third Floor)

will he made in the prices of a quantity of

's

Philippine Lingerie
- $2.65 <& 3,5

Envelopes , .¦ 2.85 «& 3.5
Drawers . i .25, L75 & 2
Corset Covers . 95c. & 2.65
Petticoats, 95c., L75 & 2.90

Many pieces of Paris=made Lingerie
have also been re*=prsced at large con¬

cessions from former quotations.
(Second Floor)

For Monday

A Special Sale of
's

Flannelette Nigfiitwear
at onosoally low prices.

150 Dosen Flannelette Nightgowns
each. $1.35

75 Dosen Flannelette Pajamas
in one= and two=piece models

either style .... $L9g

(Second Floor)

For Monday

A Special Purchase of

aï! in handsome and extremely fash¬
ionable designs (some of them adorned
with colored stones), wiS! be

exceptionally low-priced at

$4.5®
War Revenue tax additionaS

(First Floor)

The

Hosiery Department
"offers many opportunities for selecting
practical Christmas gifts; including

Women's Hosiery
Silk, with lisle tops and soles; black,
white and colors«, per pair $11.75, 2,50

silk; Mack, white and colors,
per pair . . . $2,95 <& 3.50
ASS silk, with openwork instep or

clocks; black, white, gray and African
brown v ? ,. .per pair $3,50

(Silk hose priced above $2M
is subject to tax)

Ribbed wool hose, in the fashionabifc
effects . per pair $2.25 & 3-50

Men's Half*¡hose
(in Mack, white and colors'"

Silk, with lisle tops and soies,
per pair.gjjQ
Silk, with lisle soles, per pafir 2.25

ilk . per pair L65 & 3.25

(Silk half-hose priced above $L*M
is subject to tax)

Wool Half=hose, heather mixtures,
per pair . $1.25
Imported Wool Half =-hose, novelty
effects . . . per pair $2,50
Derby Ribbed Wool Half-hose, plairs
colors . . . per pair $2.25

(First FSoor)


